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WORLD  DRY  PEA  CROP  HIGHER; 
EXPORT  PROSPECTS  GOOD 


Dry  pea  production  for  1962  in  the  18  reporting  countries  totaled  12.6 
million  bags.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  if  data  were  available 
from  the  Communist  areas,  along  with  India  and  Pakistan,  total  world 
output  would  be  nearly  100  million  bags. 

Of  the  year’s  reported  increase  of  about  2 million  bags,  or  19  percent, 
the  largest  single  gain  occurred  in  the  United  States  where  1962  output 
was  4«9  million  bags,  compared  with  3.5  million  in  1961,  and  the  1955-59 
average  of  4*3  million  bags.  Record-high  yields  accounted  for  1962* s 
increased  production.  The  United  States  is  the  world's  largest  producer 
outside  the  Orient  and  the  world’s  largest  exporter. 

The  Netherlands,  second  largest  exporter,  and  second  largest  producer 
outside  the  Orient,  harvested  a short  crop  in  1962,  totaling  1.4  million 
bags.  This  was  23  percent  below  1962  and  40  percent  under  the  1955-59 
average. 

Morocco,  a much  smaller  exporter,  reported  a 90  percent  increase  in  pro- 
duction in  1962;  however,  the  increase  amounted  to  only  370,000  bags. 

Production  in  Canada  was  9 percent  below  1961  and  25  percent  below  average. 

In  Western  Europe,  excluding  the  Netherlands,  the  world’s  largest  importer, 
1962  production  was  19  percent  above  the  1961  low,  but  20  percent  below 
the  1955-59  average.  The  1962  increase  is  a reflection  of  the  previous 
year's  low,  particularly  in  France,  rather  than  of  a current  high  level  of 
production. 

Of  the  2 million  bags  of  U.S,  peas  exported  last  year  almost  two-thirds 
went  to  Western  Europe  and  the  rest  to  Latin  America  and  Canada.  The  Latin 
American  and  Canadian  markets  have  been  trending  upwards.  Continuation  of 
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1962,  13,000  in  1961;  Lebanon  4,000  each  year. 


- 3 - 


the  up  trend  is  expected  for  1963,  especially  in  Canada,  where  1962  pro- 
duction is  60,000  bags  less  than  last  year,  and  200,000  bags  below  the 
1955-59  average. 

U.S.  exports  to  European  markets  have  fluctuated  with  European  domestic 
production  and  with  available  exports  from  the  Netherlands,  Morocco, 

Belgium,  and  New  Zealand,  major  U.S.  competitors. 

Although  domestic  production  in  Western  Europe  is  up  slightly  this  year,  it 
is  2 million  bags  below  the  1955-59  average.  It  is  down  particularly  in 
the  Netherlands  from  which  other  Western  European  countries  normally  receive 
half  their  annual  imports.  A 1962  shortage  of  dry  peas  in  Belgium  virtually 
offsets  increased  availability  in  Morocco  this  year.  Thus,  the  outlook  for 
U.S.  pea  exports  appears  promising  for  1963. 

U.S.  exports  in  the  first  2 months  of  this  marketing  year  are  11  percent 
higher  than  for  the  comparable  period  last  year,  and  the  third  highest  on 
record  for  this  short  period. 
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